s nping wnd
anths ago, Althoug

rndanyor,
Iinancially, tho sltuntion joeally s
gy and, while: depoaits Lnvo

Mg During the reco
ng clonring louse
sl the number of
VI miny

extenal plants e

Clgar promlye, At A tiime whon municipnl

gthoelty of Rlchmond has been ablo to
Cbmmedintely expuntded in importont
ahnbllitation) of the Guos Works, the

“forigeneral hettermentn
an Perhaps the: most interes
sinspedlor, w

‘epending, Ao

ting ‘record

ang

=In Ahe cliy proper Bus
dincrensn In vialuey,
asn maintalned.
Wholesale dedlers and Jobl
arked- Improvement, trelght rites and
s much wider territory, and,
Flikawize grown.

# &AL no thne, perhaps, in the history
smunielpul authorities avorled
déommunlty. Mhis
sirlotion: having ‘dieappearedsunder the

not  gulfered:
Lhe! goneril

sddvancemment fn the forofront hefore and bevond all othi
in detall fmots and 6
Sbranch of trade and Indostrey, oo gensral soryve

fmond starts the new yeir mare hopefully than iU closed the lnst,

ity s not possibla to g

NO “BOOM’ TIME HERE,
. BUT PROGRESS STEADY

Itgrensed, money
FAn tho upbullding of enterpriscs which will nad lnvgely (o Lhe local {rida
businoss depresslon; svhen banks in moandy citieswera
eates, Hlehmond
Toine balng ldrgar fLthan for  any. pravious period
Be ; ¥ contemplation,
swholesple and: foliling teade with n lealthy

Erlong oawith aetivity in’ thia’ bullding fAine, the

works,

I glves In detnil an acouraie fléa of now
tho Codoe, muaking (U nocedsiry Lo or
sBulldings In the husiness distrlots than Avay peri
Athiera was no supervision by (e munielpil aiclior i les,
o Along with theldevelopment of suburban
On
tendenty L0 move and ‘hulld westward

#-raport that out-of-town

logether
haw. Léan shown In o nomber of. instarfesy

: I i AT
GUORDING to nedurnto Infdrmntlon gallierad by M'he Cines<Dikpntely, trado
aohdlliony [f Melmond duklng the pist yene hoyd shown a steqdy reviviln
tha autloolc for the new yonr heing fuv: more Nopefol! e inore
Fmors CEntlsfoctory. thont on’ the éorresponding dote’
’ therd ‘wia nothing to dndicate’ gdy unudanl Moom” the
mpravement hns been' gradunl and fac-reneliing Indevary hranch ol Luslhess

strong, banles being nfusunlly. prodpor-
15 ‘easy, and Iel bolng used

institutionas maintadied o cosi
Wikl an, Ineraeise In Lhe
Htlon 6f the real estnte matket,
yeinr - will begin with every algh
bonds ware not atfraclive Lo purehinserd
disposp af lbs paper, (he provceds bDolng
Withe thio new High' Schooly tho
elettrie nlant, sewoer extengiong, stréet

mprovomehts and the ke, the city will'expend o Inrger sum than heretofore

Ja shown by the report of (he Bulldinkg
tructuray, bofll nnd
el nore substuntial
former yeurs, whon

Iited In

aelite nnarket
las been i
hiving

property, the ronl

the other  hand, there

: trnde has shown
service ennbling local shippers Lol rencl

hy & mora pgEresslve camprign, the volume has

of Itichmond ‘have the commereinl and
mare Cclosely for the welfire of the
el o the old
put Rlchmond’s

nkw regime; which

ronsideritlons, \While
u whighiwonlg cover avery
I sutliciene to show that Rleh-

. Frojection of several large munielpal
enterprises; including the ersction of
/an electric llght and power plant “and
n armory for the Richmond Light Tn+
fantry Blues, and substiantial progress
“6n 8 number of undertakings already
s in hand, such as the erectlon of the
. Hlgh School bullding and the rehablil-
tatlon of the Gas Worlks, hag marked
'-ﬁm year in Richmond, the failure of

/the flume from the settling basin to
Jithe pump-house having preventea the

lanticipated comyplotlon durlng the yenr

iof thé mehiome  for sedimentation of
clty wator, ;

© I While no great munieipal enterpriso

other than the erection of this Colored

Almshouse liag been completed during

“the year, the problems of ihe city havi
‘been met as they 'have arisen, and
“larger sums of money than ever he-
Zfore In the government of the cliy
bove been provided from' the current
Yravenues und frém bongd Issues for the
Searrying on'of great publle works from
which the city of the future will roap
“the benafit. The recently annexed ter-
“ritory hos called for grent oullays in
gawer and atreet improvements, and
{he march of progress has demanded
the amooth paving In whole or in puart
of  muny  residentinl streets, the fen-
tire appropriation of the clty durlng
the vear, both from bond issues and
current revenues, for street, alley and
sldawalk Improvements In the old and
new septions of the clty, having totaled
$585,045.89, a larger sum than eyver
~- Laet 2side sy the city In uny one wyear
for ou't.ln};- on public strects. and alleys.,

While much of this amournt, provided
by ® special bond lssue, has gono lnto
the annexed territory, substantlal Tm-
provaments have heen mada In the pld
cily, the march of residentinl progress
toward tho west having necessitnted a
. . large ‘proportion of the expenditures
In Clay and Leo YWards,

1igh School Bullding.

In bullding llnes, the new High
Bechool 'is- the most ambltlous projoct
now under way, tho structure, occupy-
Ing an entire block, now rlsing nbove
Ita secong fleoy, and glving promlse of
gocupancy durlng ths next school ses-
plon. It will be a fireproof and niod-
arn ' “people’s unlversity"” In avery re-
‘epeat, suficlent for the ordinary needs
of tha clty for o genaeratlon to come.
Its totnl cost including all_extras and
furnishings, will not fall far:short of
& half milllon dollars. Not content
with this ‘glgantie’ “undertaking - to
crown the '#chool system of the elty,
the  City “School’ Board s making’ a
vigorous fight for the improvement of
the graded schools, urging an appro-
priation during the next year of 200,
000 to erect four new bulldings in alf-
tarent moctions of tha cily to meet al-
ready overcrowided conditlons.

Lues' Armory.
the: Flre Depurtment the increase
in equipsient has been necessitatod Ly
tho ‘enlargement of mren of tha clty,
and two new engina houges, with full

aguipment, hayve been added ‘lo” Ltho
service during the year.
Plans have hecn drawn. for n cani-

binad ‘armory for tha Richmond Light
Infantry DBlues, & milltla organizition
to. ‘which Rlchmond has long béen

Yomising ‘an ndoquote’ hoie, and o
rnarkel.' house, the dtructureto tale the
placa of the present vegetable market

at Bixth and Marshall Streets,  Al-
réady (Lhe Council has obligited tho
plty to the expenditure of $100,000 fov
thls projoct, while n fight is pending to
Ingrease Lhe approprintion by a ' sufll-
alpnt amount to permijt the’ erectlon
cof an entively fireproot bullding on the
llnes  plready  drawn,  estimnted  ut
mbout $126.000,

Gua Works Itehnllt.

At the City Gas Works n practical
renewal of tha entlre plant has beon
quistly In progress, the work being
w0 pkilfully handled that ench section
of the wornobut machMery has hecn ra-
L placed without al any tine suspend-
Ing the production of mas,

< 0f 5310,000 provided by a bond, issue
cabtithe beginning of " the ‘year for tha
- rehabllitation of. the works, 3176407
‘hna been poid out, and th# balance nf

the work now: under contract will by
complated within tho next six or eight
months, when the Rlochmond plant avil]
be as modern as any In the country.
Already the Councll hns provided thit
eftor February 168t the price of gns to
consgumers. shall ba reduced from §1
to 90 cents, ad .o result of the decrensy
vinleost from the lntroduction of mod-
orn machinery,

Kleetrle I'lant,

The most extenslve project outlined

Sduring the wvear, andofor wiliich plans
Sare now complete, I8 o mailelpal elec-
ctele menerating plant, (o ovcupy the
Bito of the Ola Pump-House, to supply
the entire  eity, Ineluding the annexed
territory, with street Hghis, 'and ot tha
peame. time supply ot the New Pump-
Houep nufllclenl powey (o pump nol
leag than 16,000,000 gallons 0f witer i
tday into the clty reservolrs thuy dov-
hling the  present pumping capuclty,
porilously  mear the Inae’ of  consinp-
ton,

[ Contracts for patts OF Lhe wollk have

already been 1oty and tho bids ‘will bo
‘pponed pearly inthe new year for the
Tmaln  generating plunt and’ the llnes
\Sf polas and wiresifor stroat Hehitingg,
Forithe ¥ellef of tho poor af/the oty
18 clty hau' colnplaled and moved into
“paw Colored  Almshopas bullding,

NEW CITY WORK PLANNED

made at the White Alilnshouse bullding.
Cliy Awditorinm,

Among the minor mprovements pro-
¥lled for by speclnl approprintion hos
beon the completion of the Clty Audi-
torlum, formerly the @ Third Market
bullding, for whicl $10,000 was nppro-
nrigted to supply a’ heating plant and
correct deflcioncles in the pcoustios.
One thousand dollars has been provid-
ed for the erectlon of ornamentol gates
at tha entrance to Riverviéw and Mt
Calvary Cemetorles, the owners of the
latter providing a sinilae amount for
tho JoInt undertaking = ¢

At Doth of the milltary arimoriok ex-
tenslye repulrs have been made during
the yenr, the interior'af the Howitzers
Armory lLaving hoen remaodoled
throughout, the clty approprinting $10,-
000 and the battery ralsing from omo =
ity funds o slmilar jmount., AL tha
Ilrst Reglment Armory $3,100 has been
spent in repairs, and at the City Haoll
Interfor Improvements and repairs. to
the roof liave cost about 23,600,

I'uble Schools,

Tollowing & report from the Dalld-
Ing Inspector ad to Lhe dangerous comn-
ditlon: of some . of ‘the oller publie
Euh‘nuin. especinlly  In regard to exit
of seliolurs In the event of fire or
punic, an approprintion’ was maode in
the budget  of $17,000, and Ioter an
eliergency appropriation of §16,000, for
fite eseapes and alteration, to Insure
the safety of the children,

Ordinary, extonsions of gas and water
malns huve continued, the extension of
hoth the gas und water worlks helng
greatly facilitated” by the coempletion
of g number of mains In the annoxed
Lervitony, provided ror under the spa-

clal bend (ssus whHen Lhat area was
taken In.
After much debate and oestimmating,

the city avquireéd hy condemnotion: a
large aren of water front, opening up
In tha future tha possibility of erect-
Ing - munleipal ‘whacves, and providing
land for the relocation and stralghten-
ing ot Lester Street, thus providinge o
sufo highway to Fylton ‘nhove °mq
lne ot tlhe highest flooda. ‘The cost
of Lhe unimproved property condemned
was §54,000,
Sewer Extensions,

Sewers 1n different soctions of the
old elty have been extondod end on-
larged et an oulluy of $65,470.23, while
$10,000 has been set aslde for tho fm-
provement of Slockos Creek, tho great
open. sewer dralulng o largs  soction
of the cily, which flows tnrougl the
rallyoad bottom, Ilor special sewer ex-
tenslons In the anpexeg tarritory therse
s been set apurt rrom inoney  ralscd
under & bond issue  $74,8500.54,  all of
wihieh Id ‘now under controot.

Progress has been mude In' placing
the wires, both of the five alurm and
the police telegraph servive, under-
sround, a recent storm, in which the
survice wus practically  wrecked, ecm-
phasizing the necesslty for placinig ui-
derground and out ol tho reacn ol
such damage all wires counecting the
fire and pollee slgnal systems ashoon
i3 possible,

Sireet Improvemenis.

Alter ull, howkver, it I3 In the im-
provemenl made to o eily  slreets that
the; city's Industrinl operations have
shiown the mast progress, for never be-
Lorg has the Council provided so llb-
erally for stroot worle und oxtenslons,
Loth dn the new and old parts of the
city. L

To an eriginal'general appropriation
l‘(_’rl' strecla, apportioned aimong Lthe vi-
rious wards of the:clity, amountlng In
the dggregate 1o/ 8131200, the Councll
hag nddeg from timo toUme: speeial
appropriation  for smooth  paving and
fov ihe aequigition of ‘property, ‘and
laying ofrf the streets Injthe new Ler-
ritory.  For continuing smooth paving
on Monument Avenue, Allen Avenug,
Grove Avenue, and indthe’ Hast. Tnd,
FA0000° was appropriated,  The paving
of Hld_ewn]ks other than where churged
to’ property owndrs | has. cost: §20,000,
T o grading and paving of :alloys
15,000, Tres plantlng olong the stroets
in resldentinl - sections has been pro-
vided for to tho extenl npf $5,000. Out
of tlie 'bond {ssue for lnprovements in
the annexed territory, therd weva sat
¢ nnd havo been expended  $R0,-
for street: lmprovements generally;
for openlng.cand.  wldenlhg
straols, and  $17,102037. Tor, the dom-
pletion of oxlsting contracts fow streaf
work,

fu the Annexed 'Tercliory.

Provision  was also mide; from thig
Liongd | issue for the improvement: of
Thivly-fourth  Streat. ns  a resideuntinl
bowleyvard for the Bast Hndiat w cost
al §10,000, and  fer’ ihe opening und
widening (of  Monument - Avenug ' from
tha ' Houlevird Lo the Hoseneath Rod,
the now elty line'at o tolal cost of
$62,118.16, i i

Sularies {n tha Englheer's Depart-
mant, tho pay' roll for hands dnd caets,
wlith: the exponses  of operating 'thg
rocle orushor, have adided  to the cosb
uf direet worle dope by coantract tho
sum of H00,116 : 4N iy

The tetal mrount. provided front eyr-
reat revenues  and bond o fEsues’ for
street; sidewall! and. alley “dmnrave-
meént,cinibath the eld elty, A the
annexed lerritory, dinclyding: the ‘ag-
s|u|_j;|ttn|1; of praparty for: the| exten-
slon Cof SAMonument Avenue  apd ithg
ridslng ‘ol Legter Stresty and: thie nay

1ol ol the Nngineer’s Deopurtmalit, Lkl

not dncluding sirect eleaning, ol muni,,u

Iy thes Bieysion SHls Btrects daring
no yeary.

f8.080.80, the lorgest mmauntieven |
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BY I, I BECK,
Bullling Inspector,

From the slandpoint of.this oMce,
(he yenr Just closed has been a re-
markable one In certaln ways. Ho far
a8 can be nzcertnlped from olliclal
records, the totnl amoust of bullding
operations for the year has excecded
any other year in the clty's  history.
The Lotal amonnt of money Investad In
new  work and in repalring present
bulldinga has exceeded ho- $3,000,000
mark by more Lhan §160,000, Qver 260
brick dwellinga and 200 ‘frame dwell-
Ings of various costs, from $1,000 to
586,000, have lbeen erected during the
past twelve months, In e constrie-
tlon of  stores, warehouses, halls,
churches, hospltals ‘and npartmient
houses, the clty has kept Its pace

During’ the year work wits com-
meneced on the new High Salicol, which,
when finlshed and completed, will have
eost the phly at least:$600,000.

Two engine houses (o1 the usa of the
fire department in opposite ends of the
eity, a publle buth centrally located, a
apaclous amd up-to-data Vo ALCCo AL
bullding, o modern ami ‘improved hos-
pital, ‘o modest and Imposing  church
home, saveral modern and conveniently
nrrangod apartmont houses, o large
spnelots reinforeed conerete ware-
sevaral small and well-arrnngad
theatres, sl other building of the
sime class for the uge nnd convenlsnce
af the publie have heen started and
completed quring the past year.

Clty’a Continued Growth,

It need not pe =2ald that all of these
wro the direct résult of the city's con-
tinued growth and prosperily, and that
overy: one: of them have heen planned
and constructed for immedints llﬁu.g
total nmount of bullding for the -ityl
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None but rre
aiid It nlso Iaya out and (deéfiaes o con-
central
of the clty within which nothing but

brick, cotstruction |

the

tovorably

n to population,

Yhile almost all of the
hieh ‘hnve 'heen planned
hich

ent dn - the method ot
Irig the pagt year. -
Nullding Code,

The year Just pansed has

] Inws
e “Bullding Code"

ete and up-to-date, et

bound to be marked

&5 ‘constructed from thi=
Begldes furnishing o set
averning: actual
alsh  provides for
roofl thealres

derable ared of tha

stone or
Ay ho used,

conerete
While nniple

Inehnracter.
That building codos;

with other
Inrger eltles In thly country In propor-
tio

consatruetion has bean
hava baen authorized upon permits f&-
aued before the adoption of the press
ent bullding regufations, yet there hina |
heen nlstendy and continued improve-
construction

construction,
tho erection
hereafter,

and

Bbulldlngs
and upon
atarted

witueased,

ifter many delad s and much necessary
dizcussion. ‘the adoption of & fixed onid
definlte sec of bullding

known os

While notcom-
this law | is
50 far fii advauce of former rules gov-
erning: building operationd that tliere
and noticeable
Improyvement in the choracter of bulld-

time on.
of

portion

Apaca oiL-

alde of the fire Unes Iy left for pirsons
of small means to erect ordinary frame
houses, yet the estibllsliment of thess
fire lines is-an important event In the
upbullding of the city, and means that
greater portion must ho
constructed of Buildings more perma-
nent

hereafter

hullding regu-
lations o bullling Inspectors’ declslons
do not detar, hinder or retard proper
bullding operations 15 evident not only

pamount of bulldin

Inws
thiu
of

. Building Activity Breaks Record

ifrom the very large record of the frst
year of the Bullding Inspector's offica,
bt also from'the oxperience of other
In  faet,

‘clties similnrly altinted,
has becomes & well recog
that nothing retards bulldl
tlone exedpl hard times gnd

of money, .and although the rest of. the

country seems to hive Buft
thla caise, yelin our own city

& currled
the pust yeup

surplius. money,

Blx Unildivg Lings,

Within the last faw dus’t

heen enacted a law which wlill enable

the ‘owners of ‘tvw
ertyon
malntaln

osthirds of
any. block
for thelp

reécent veccurrences In varlon

the eity It need not bhosald that the

enactment of such o law wi

comed by Lhe greal body

although, as u=ual, tliere Wil be some

fdlegenters,

The detailed Cyearly repor

office will show that the grentest se

of bulldlng activity has I“Lﬁ in  thelfrom 500,000 to §1,000,000,
West End, although larghk, extensive! Anothier fact in connnati

and cogtiv buildings have be

and are now under constriuction in' the

ventral portion of the elty
On the whele, Richmeond

view with pritde hier record o

yenr, for while building

hitve shown o marked decreas

citles a8 compared with forr
yor
heen unpreceden ted,

I8 concluslve proof olther
that the peoploe hinvi welcomed the cre.
atlon of the Building Inspector's of-
flee and’ Lthe adoption or huilding laws,
o elee this clty |y overflowing with

Lo establlsh and
1 particular block
what'ls known as'a Ybullding 1ne,” pe-
yvond which no person’ cun build, From

bullding activity In this elly, has

that In tha not very distan
channsl of the Tiver wiil
and widened. This will cdu
for docking facflities,” an
many persons  wlll In
seelk homes tn thla section,
“That much of the Buyin
ty weas for home bullding,
construotion of ‘\a house Lo
purchaser, [a consldered
ithat (n"1008 thera was less
speculation or apeculatiyel
Taxable valuew have baen|
o greater extent than 'fn
vear [n the history ofl the d
ItUchmond's Frospe
These facts tell sufMclent
mond'¥ remarkable prosfie
the past twelve months, |
whieh there have bean' pal
mors of panles almost wit
featurs of the advancemont
tate, and one which will p
pecial intereat to the real a
Is the'increased activity In|
annexed  territory, and: |
property generally, Subur
ment lias hod its begt year,
Although there are many
the unnexed territory in wi
Iins not' done-lts part towa
ment of property, a4 in th
of water malns, the  cons
sidewanlks and {n making
provements, yet values hav,
and muny substantial house
buflt 1
Statletical reports show
gmotnt of exchanges In re
the unnexed section wlill a
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The following slatement regarding
the banking and fAnanpclal situntion wis
prepared by one of tlic leading bankers
of Richmonid:

“Phe magnlficent  snowing of the
financial condition of the eclty of Rich-
mond inoits statenient vecently pulbe=
Ushed by authority of the Conunitiee
oh Flnanee of the City Coundil, with
its nesels of §$14,701,627.80, and astotal
indebtedness. of $8,708,002.11, . unyues-
tlonably puts Its bonds in the front
runk . of municipal securitles, and re-
fleets great eredit upon those In chirege
of its [Inances,

‘Hecoml only to  Lhe Imporlance of
the credit of Lhe elty as o munlelpality,
15 Lhe credit and standing of Its b
Ing institultans, “and 1L Is° hero o
thint’ Richmond makes clalm: to ot
proud digtinetlon of being the financial
centra of the Jouth allantic:States.

“he s dmmense manufactuving and
Jobbing interest of the elty, winoupting
o approxXimately S160,000,000 in sutput
and - sales annbally “(and Indddition to
this, s wa must not overloolk Lhie great
voluma of  s=aley by our petail mer-
cliants, not only to e citizens ol Rieh-
moend, but to-an immense territory In
avery ddirection), S niturally requires
banking [ochlitles commueansurate with
thls great volume' of (rada,
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Richmond's balatice sheet for 1008, fo
aecording too the business menand the

mereantile agenales, wlll b most sat-

lafactory, all "things ‘considered. In
oo larga  mengurs Cthoy . atiibute this

wholésome  candition of ‘aftalrs: to- cons
sorvotism and eld-llne Dusigess math-
odg which have Omprs 'than onee hes
foro tlded the cliy  throngh perlods Or
soyore  business depresslon and held. 1t
molld toitilte up aggressively the areh
af  progress - owlth the brighter days
that Tollowed, The elty’'s best authaorl-
ilod on commereial malters are agroed
that thos Ananelpl. dloud, trom nder
whiclt the coupntry ‘seems <Just nowi'to
g emorging, has been'the most aerious
dince the durk days of (1802 and the
yoear tollowing, i P

Though tho oxpet sigtistics for' the
yenr are not yot avallable‘they wilt
undowbtedlycghow “that thoalty's rec-
ordiwlll tar overshadow ‘that of nan>
othor! oities! of ifav  greater sizel both
{i the Morth and'Bouth, As to/business
faflures, Cthera ‘seeind noo doubr that
thoso . hers: have beon fewer nnd of
lets  equsequence. than elsewhere,  Of
necegsity the lmunher ‘of new enter=
prises: has fallentoft fromithe recorda
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report n groat Inerease in‘irude; heav-
ler ‘demand and esslor collectlons. The
banlking Institutions also! loolk: with
much oplismisn’ on' the - lndlewtionsa: fov
bolter times durlngitha new year, and
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muined solid while othed cltics
fered, will head the hoom lst for 1000, 110
‘The logal branch of one of the trade |-
authorities, with ‘an’ established repus
sliout Lhe|
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hérs and manufeoturers ot the oltyire=
allzed earlydn Lhe year thatiit ‘was &
time ' for conservative trading: ratler
than for nggressivo slfove to incrense
; Wl rencheu
boeause of the depressed condition of
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